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FORWARD/REQUIREMENTS 

TAC Chapter  89.1201  

It is the policy of the state that every student in the state who has a home language other than 
English and who is identified as limited English proficient shall be provided a full opportunity to 
participate in a bilingual education or English as a second language program, as required in the 
Texas Education Code, Chapter 29, Subchapter B. To ensure equal educational opportunity, as 
required in the Texas Education Code, §1.002(a), each school district shall: 

(1)  identify limited English proficient students based on criteria established by the state; 
(2)  provide bilingual education and English as a second language programs, as integral 
parts of the regular program as described in the Texas Education Code, §4.002; 
(3)  seek certified teaching personnel to ensure that limited English proficient students 
are afforded full opportunity to master the essential skills and knowledge required by the 
state; and (4)  assess achievement for essential skills and knowledge in accordance with 
the Texas Education Code, Chapter 39, to ensure accountability for limited English 
proficient students and the schools that serve them. 

TAC Chapter 89.1205 Required Bilingual Education and ESL  

Each school district which has an enrollment of 20 or more limited English proficient students in 
any language classification in the same grade level district-wide shall offer a bilingual education 
program as described in subsection (b) of this section for the limited English proficient students 
in prekindergarten through the elementary grades who speak that language. "Elementary 
grades" shall include at least prekindergarten through Grade 5; sixth grade shall be included 
when clustered with elementary grades. 

(b)  A district shall provide a bilingual education program by offering a dual language program in 
prekindergarten through the elementary grades, as described in §89.1210 of this title (relating to 
Program Content and Design). 

(c)  Districts are authorized to establish a bilingual education program at grade levels in which 
the bilingual education program is not required under subsection (a) of this section. 

(d)  All limited English proficient students for whom a district is not required to offer a bilingual 
education program shall be provided an English as a second language program as described in 
subsection (e) of this section, regardless of the students' grade levels and home language, and 
regardless of the number of such students. 

(e)  A district shall provide an English as a second language program by offering an English as 
a second language program as described in §89.1210 of this title (relating to Program Content 
and Design). 

(f)  Districts may join with other districts to provide bilingual education or English as a second 
language programs. 
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TAC Chapter 89.1210 Program Content and Design   

(d) English as a second language programs shall be intensive programs of instruction designed 
to develop proficiency in the in the comprehension, speaking, reading, and composition in the 
English language. Instruction in English as a second language shall be commensurate with the 
student’s level of English proficiency and his or her level of academic achievement. In 
prekindergarten through Grade 8, instruction in English as a second language may vary from 
the amount of time accorded to instruction in English language arts in the regular program for 
non limited English proficient students to a full time instructional setting utilizing second 
language methods. In high school, the English as a second language program shall be 
consistent with graduation requirements under Chapter 74 of this title (relating to Curriculum 
Requirements). The language proficiency assessment committee may recommend appropriate 
services that may include content courses provided through sheltered instructional approaches 
by trained teachers, enrollment in English as a second language courses, additional state 
elective English courses, and special assistance provided through locally determined programs.  

BCISD Program Description: 

Five languages are spoken in BCISD. They are Spanish, Vietnamese, Tagalog, Mandarin 
Chinese, and 4P (Filipino).  

ESL Instructional Model: 

ESL is a content – based model of instruction. Resources and training are provided to all 
content teachers who instruct English Language Learners. ESL is not taught in isolation. It is 
taught throughout the day in all content areas.  Our goal is to make content comprehensible for 
all learners. ESL students may receive instruction from: 

 Their grade level ESL certified teacher (advanced/advanced high students) 
 An ESL Pull out teacher (intermediate and beginning)  
 A Bi Lingual teacher  

ESL students are identified as Beginning, Intermediate, Advanced and Advanced High in 
each of the following domains:  

Listening, Speaking, Reading, Writing, Overall composite  

Program Components/Requirements for ESL/Bi Lingual: 

 Implementation of Bilingual and/or ESL program 
 Administration of Texas English Language Proficiency Assessment System (TELPAS)  
 Exemption from statewide assessment  
 Summer program 
 Annual evaluation report 
 Home language survey – one per student- shall be administered to each student new to 

the district – signed by parent or guardian- the original shall be kept in the student’s 
permanent record 

 Identification using Oral Language Proficiency Test (OLPT) 
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 Language proficiency assessment committee (LPAC) uses required criteria for 
identification/placement of limited English proficient (LEP) students 

 Monitoring of academic progress of exited students  
 Implementation of English Language Proficiency Standards (ELPS)  

Pre Kindergarten  

Dual Language Bilingual Program  

The Dual Language Program is a challenging academic program designed to provide instruction 
to students in two languages – English and Spanish. Dual Language, also known as Two-Way 
Immersion (TWI), integrates native English speakers with native Spanish speakers and provides 
instruction through both languages to both groups of students. 

The goal of the program is to produce learners who are bilingual, with literacy in both 
languages. It is a partial immersion program for English speakers, as well as a bilingual program 
for Spanish speakers. 

Program overview: 

 Program is based on a 50/50 model, in which 50% of instruction is delivered in English 
and the other 50% is delivered in Spanish. 

 Program is designed to teach children a second language in a natural way, through 
content instruction and everyday conversation. 

 Two teachers will provide the instruction – one teaches in English, the other in Spanish 
 Only one language is used during each period of instruction. 
 District curriculum objectives are used  

 

Kindergarten – Fifth Grade 

BCISD will phase in a Bilingual program beginning 2010-2011 in Pre K and adding a 
Bilingual teacher each year through 5th grade.   

English as a Second Language Program – ESL Pull Out  

All LEP/ELL students receive intensive, researched based, small group instruction from a 
certified ESL teacher.  The instruction model targets acceleration of English Language 
acquisition. Classroom and content teachers receive on-going training in the use of TELPAS 
scores and ELPS for best practices in the classroom to ensure student mastery of TEKS and 
success on state assessments.  
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Sixth – Eighth Grade  

English as a Second Language Program – ESL  

ESL students at the MS receive services in a variety of ways:  

  They have an ESL certified teacher for English. 
  They are scheduled into the ESL teacher’s Study Hall (Monday- Friday).  

They receive intensive, researched based, small group instruction from a certified ESL teacher.  
The instruction model targets acceleration of English Language acquisition. Classroom and 
content teachers receive on-going training in the use of TELPAS scores and ELPS for best 
practices in the classroom to ensure student mastery of TEKS and success on state 
assessments.  

Ninth – Twelfth Grade  

English as a Second Language Program – ESL  

They receive intensive, researched based, small group instruction from a certified ESL teacher.  
The instruction model targets acceleration of English Language acquisition. This is an intensive 
classroom setting that the students attend daily. ESL teacher collaborates with the classroom 
teachers to monitor student progression and offer support. Classroom and content teachers 
receive on-going training in the use of TELPAS scores and ELPS for best practices in the 
classroom to ensure student mastery of TEKS and success on state assessments.  

Teacher Support, Recruitment, Training 

BCISD will actively recruit Bilingual certified teachers in the following ways: 

 Job posting on ISD and Region 5 ESC web pages 
 Career fairs 
 Collaboration with Lamar University  

BCISD will pay for the ESL Supplemental certifying test for teachers in grades K-5 who are 
assigned to serve as ESL teachers.  

BCISD will work with Region 5 ESC to provide intensive, quality staff development in the 
following areas: ELPS, TELPAS, LPAC, LAT, Sheltered Instruction, etc.  

For more information; resources including 45 pages of instructional strategies; Frequently Asked 
Question Documents, etc.: 

http://portal.esc20.net/portal/page/portal/esc20public/bilesl 

http://www.ascd.org/professional‐development/webinars/judie‐haynes‐webinar.aspx 

Texas ELL Academic Vocabulary for 5th – 7th grade: www.elltx.org 
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Curriculum/Instruction and Assessment 

LEP students will receive instruction based on grade level TEKS. Classroom teachers are 
required to use student TELPAS results to make instructional accommodations.  All classroom 
teachers are also required to use the English Language Proficiency Standards (ELPS).  

There are four (4) components of the ELPS: 
A.  Introduction – integrate second language instruction with content are instruction to: 

 Make content comprehensible 
 Build academic language proficiency  

B. District Responsibilities  

 Linguistically adjust instruction based on student proficiency levels 
 Implement strategic interventions for beginning and intermediate students in grade 3 and 

up 

C. Student Expectations for Second Language Acquisition 

 Learning Strategies  
 Listening  
 Speaking 
 Reading 
 Writing 

D. Proficiency Level Descriptors for each Language Domain 

 Beginning  
 Intermediate 
 Advanced 
 Advanced High  

Classroom assessment 

Teacher created and textbook assessments. Grades are recorded as described by district policy 
and campus procedures. The LEP students’ accommodations may require a teacher to make 
accommodations in the way the student is assessed (oral, shortened assignments, etc.).  
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State Assessment  

(1) Texas English Language Proficiency Assessment System (TELPAS)  

Proficiency Levels 

Beginning: Little or no ability to function in English in social and academic settings 

Intermediate: Limited ability to function in English in social and academic settings; can 
understand and use simple language structures and high frequency English in routine contexts 

Advanced: Can handle grade appropriate English, although ongoing linguistic support is 
needed 

Advanced high: Can handle grade appropriate English with minimal linguistic support; limited 
English does not stand in the way of academic achievement 

(2) Linguistically Accommodated Testing (LAT)  

The LAT process if for LEP exempt recent immigrant English Language Learners (ELLs) it has 
been designed to enable eligible students to receive linguistic accommodations that help them 
better understand the language used on the state academic skills assessments. Documentation 
must be kept in student’s permanent record file. Multiple accommodations are often appropriate. 
Linguistically accommodating instruction means appropriately communicating instruction, 
sequencing instruction and scaffolding instruction. 

Evaluation of Program 

This program will be evaluated annually (by May) by one or more of the following stakeholders: 

Parents, students, ESL/Bilingual staff, General education staff. 
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GLOSSARY 

Annual Measurable Achievement Objectives (AMAOs):  specific to ELLs; federally required 
accountability indicators for improving English language proficiency and academic achievement 
of ELL 

Bilingual:  A full time program of instruction in which both the student’s home language and 
English shall be used in instruction. The amount of instruction in each language shall be 
commensurate with the students’ level of proficiency and their academic achievement.  

English Language Learners (ELL): students whose first language is not English and who 
are in the process of learning English.  

 English Language Proficiency Standards (ELPS): proficiency level descriptors and student 
expectations for ELLs 

English as a Second Language Program (ESL): an educational approach in which limited 
English proficient students are instructed in the use of the English language. The instruction is 
based on a special curriculum that typically involves little or no use of the native language and is 
usually taught during specific school periods 

Linguistically Accommodated Testing (LAT): Assessment to include students who are LEP 
exempt under Texas policy in federally required testing in a way that enables them to better 
understand the language used on the tests. 

Limited English proficient (LEP): a term used by the federal government, most states, and 
local school districts to identify those students who have insufficient English to succeed in an 
English-only classroom (Lessow-Hurley, 1991). 

Language Proficiency Assessment Committee (LPAC)  

This committee makes decisions on an individual student basis regarding the following: 

 Student needs 
 Instructional interventions  
 Monitoring student progress 
 Making assessment decisions 

Students may take the Spanish TAKS for 3 years. Grades 1 and 2 do not count as no 
TAKS/STAAR is administered in these grades. Decision to administer TAKS in Spanish 
or English may vary by subject area.  

Sheltered Instruction: Sheltered instruction classrooms, which may include a mix of native 
English speakers and English language learners (ELLs) or only ELLs, integrate language and 
content while infusing sociocultural awareness. Teachers scaffold instruction to aid student 
comprehension of content topics and objectives by adjusting their speech and instructional 
tasks, and by providing appropriate background information and experiences.  
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